The free, scientific mind, unbiassed by religion or metaphysics, is the first condition of the higher civilisation. The epochs of culture correspond with the geographical zones, only that they lie upon, instead of beside, one another. The zone of the culture of the Past, with its powerful contrasts, its glow, its brilliancy and richness of colouring, its reverence for all that is mystic and dreadful, gives the impression of a tropical climate ; whereas our culture, with its clear but dull sky, its pure, uniform air, represents the temperate zone. Even its existence is already a progress, though art and religion are declining.
Interest in education will become powerful only when the belief in a God has been abandoned, just as Medicine only began to flourish when the belief in miraculous cures had ceased.
The higher cultures will allot a more important place to the physician, who will become the spiritual adviser and guide.
But higher culture cannot bring happiness. Eigorous scientific work alone can yield what is necessary to make us happy in the new culture.
Europe has become Europe by the rational education bequeathed to us by the Greeks in the Eenascence. And for the future, our schools have no more important task than to inculcate rigorous modes of thought, prudent judgments, and the formation of just conclusions.
Let us therefore go forward on the road of wisdom with a firm step and good confidence ! Whatever be thy state, be a source of experience to thyself ! Cast away dissatisfaction with thy nature, pardon thyself on account of thine own ego, for thou hast in thyself a ladder with a hundred rounds, on which thou mayest ascend to knowledge.
One must have loved religion and art as mother and nurse, or one cannot become wise. But one must be